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Edition no. 171. October-November 2026

Autumn is here and as the nights are 

drawing in, Kilsby is as busy as ever! 

This is a bumper issue jam packed with 

plenty of things to do in and around 

Kilsby over the next 2 months, as well 

as some interesting articles to read 
with a nice hot cuppa.

The village hall will be busy with plenty 

of events to go to - KAG are holding 

their fundraising Quiz, Kilsby Players 

are back with 2 performances of the 

Vicar of Dibley and the Village Hall 

Cinema presents ‘Brassed Off’.  

Kilsby Residents Climate and Nature 

Group are showing the must see film 
The People’s Emergency Briefing and 
hope to see as many villagers there as 

possible to this free and educational 
event. And of course there are all the 

regular meetings of various groups 
for young and old (and all those in 

between!) See the calendar for the 

full list.

Kilsby Halloween trail will be on 

Halloween itself this year, giving 

the younger members of the village 

chance to enjoy some spooky fun! 

It’s also time for the annual Christmas 
Tree competition entries to be made 
with a chance to win the honour of 

helping Father Christmas turn on our 

Christmas Tree Lights.

If you’d rather just stay at home and 
curl up with an interesting read, check 
out the Kilsby Village and Narrowboat 

article kindly submitted by Kerry Green. 
You can also fill out the village shop 
survey to help the shop understand its 

customers better.

Happy reading!

The Kilsby Kronickle Editorial Team

Also available on the village website - www.kilsby-pc.gov.uk

Kilsby Kronickle

Annual Produce Show at the Village Hall

Please take a moment to 

cut out the Village Shop 

Questionnaire at the back and 
send in your feedback.



2

October 2026

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Coffee Morning 
(Kilsby room)

2

Youth Club

3 4

St Faith’s service

5

Kilsby Playtime
Community 

Choir restarts 

(Barby)

6 7

 

8

WI Meeting
9 10 11

St Faith’s service - 
Harvest Festival

12

Kilsby Playtime
13

Parish Council 

meeting

14 15 16

Youth Club

17 18

St Faith’s service

19

Kilsby Playtime
20

People’s 
Emergency 
Briefing Film

21 22 23 24 25

St Faith’s service

26

Half Term 

Break

27 28 29 30

Youth Club

31

Halloween 

Trail

November 2026

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

St Faith’s service

2

Service of All 

Souls

Kilsby Playtime

3

Christmas Tree 

competition 
deadline

4 5

Coffee Morning 
(Kilsby Room)

6

Oil Club order 

point

7 8

St Faith’s service 
- Remembrance 

Sunday

9

Kilsby Playtime
10

Parish Council 

meeting

11 12

WI Meeting
13

Youth Club

Deadline for 

Kilsby Kronickle

14

KAG Quiz Night

15

St Faith’s service

16

Kilsby Playtime
17 18 19

History Society 

Meeting

20

Kilsby Players 

- the Vicar of 

Dibley

21

Kilsby Players 

- the Vicar of 

Dibley

22

St Faith’s service 
- Festival of 
Christ the King

23

Kilsby Playtime
24 25 26 27

Youth Club

28

Cinema Night

29

St Faith’s service 
at Barby - Advent 

30

Kilsby Playtime

What’s On in Kilsby

Want to include your event or club? Please email details to kilsbykronickle@outlook.com
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KILSBY PARISH COUNCIL

Revised May 2026

COUNCILLORS AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

CHAIR

Rob Chamberlain     

rchamberlain@kilsby-pc.gov.uk

07952404305

VICE CHAIR

Michael Margetts
01788 824195

07773 768320

mmargetts@kilsby-pc.gov.uk

Recreation Ground - Chair
Planning Committee - Chair
Employment/StafÏng

Robin Nicholls 07807 694524

rnicholls@kilsby-pc.gov.uk

Planning Committee
Employment/StafÏng

Caroline Haycock 07801 492830

chaycock@kilsby-pc.gov.uk

Planning Committee
Facebook/Social Media
Internal Financial Control

Oliver Houlton 07738 356413

ohoulton@kilsby-pc.gov.uk

Planning Committee
Recreation Ground
Website Suppport

Ian Weston 01788 823332

07587 143939

iweston@kilsby-pc.gov.uk

Planning Committee
Highways Warden

Cemetery

Tony Kerr 07840 038 701 

tkerr@kilsby-pc.gov.uk

Planning Committee
Litter-picking equipment contact
Village Hall Liasion

Jenna Palmer                        jpalmer@kilsby-pc.gov.uk Planning Committee
Police Liaison Representative 

Cheryl Sibley csibley@kilsby-pc.gov.uk

Howard Gibbs 01788 824718

hgibbs@kilsby-pc.gov.uk

Employment/stafÏng
School Governor Liaison

WEST NORTHANTS COUNCILLORS

Rosie Humphreys 07890 112504

rosie.humphreys@westnorthants.gov.uk

Andrew Simpson 07973 560432 

Andrew.simpson@westnorthants.gov.uk

CEMETERY

 Please contact:

Clerk Parish Council                                                                 

clerk@kilsby-pc.gov.uk 

07547113996

DEFIBRILLATORS

Mike Dowson 01327 220722 Phone box and village hall defibrillators

PARISH CLERK: Mrs Emma GIBSON, 

Tel: 07547 113996         E-MAIL: clerk@kilsby-pc.gov.uk       WEBSITE: www.kilsby-pc.gov.uk
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I hope you have had a nice ( if very hot ) summer and are 

enjoying the return of “normal“ temperatures.

In this article I would like to thank all the volunteers who 
run our village shop and those who manage the various 

clubs and associations that make Kilsby a vibrant place 
to live, we are lucky to have so many activities on our 
doorstep! My thanks also to my colleagues on the Parish 
Council for giving up their spare time to serve our village.
The Parish Council spends a lot of time and your money in 
maintenance and development of the park and it is a great 

facility that lots of people enjoy. It was disappointing that 
we recently had some of the play equipment covered in 
grafÏti and I would ask everyone to be vigilant in order 
to prevent a recurrence. The heartening thing was a kind 

resident volunteered to clean it off!
We are working with Cllr Andrew Simpson to try to get a 

proper examination of the urgent need for a safe crossing 
of the A5. National Highways and West Northamptonshire 
Council are reluctant to interrupt trafÏc flow on trunk 
roads but this is a long standing problem for village 

residents and we think it’s worth pursuing even though it 
is a very difÏcult thing to achieve - but we need your help. 
We delivered a survey through every door in the village 

in order to gather data for Andrew to be able to press our 

case and many of you have responded, but we need more 

replies. Have your say, please complete the survey. If you 

have mislaid it or thrown it away or didn’t get a copy let 
me know and we will get another copy to you or there is 

now an online version on the PC Facebook account and 

website.

I am pleased to report that in the face of robust opposition 
from Barby and Kilsby Parish Council and Ward Councillors 

Andrew Simpson & Rosie Humphreys,  Cadman Sporting 
Club have withdrawn their planning application to build 
higher bunds. The ofÏcer had recommended refusal and 
we had prepared, in partnership with our friends in Barby, 

a very strong case to present to the planning committee. 
This follows on from their application to extend shooting 
hours being cancelled in May of this year by WNC.
The Parish Council has resolved to apply for S106 money 

to create pathways, fencing and planting in the field 
designated as the extension to the village cemetery 

in order to prepare it for when it comes into use. The 

current cemetery has capacity for another 2-3 years 

but the funding expires before that so we want to get 

the work done now and allow the trees and planting to 
mature to create a nice peaceful space. It is our intention 
to use the field temporarily as a green space for our dog 
walking community to let the dogs off the lead whilst it’s 
empty. If you have any thoughts on the design of the new 

cemetery extension I would be pleased to hear them.

Kilsby Parish Council has decided to rejoin the sponsored 

PCSO scheme in partnership with the village of Crick and 

DIRFT. We are going to do this by entering into a year’s trial 
which will be funded by the Community Infrastructure 

Levy. We will ask the village residents if they wish to 

continue with the scheme in a years time when it will 
need to be funded by the Parish Council. You will see 

more regular police patrols in the village once we join 

the scheme, because the 2 PCSO’s will be dedicated to us 
and our partners in the scheme. We believe this will help 

with any anti social behaviour. Our current PCSO Tara will 
continue to cover our area but she has a large number of 
villages to look after and this initiative will create visible 
policing on a regular basis.

We are working on trafÏc calming in a number of ways 
and you will have seen the new “Twenty’s Plenty“ signs 
around the village. The mobile “Vehicle Activated Sign“ 
has arrived and our operators licence is due any day and 

that will start being used about the time KK is published. 
We are in discussions with WNC about trafÏc calming 
projects on the A361 and on Main Rd. The A361 proposal 
has initially been rejected on engineering grounds but the 
PC is doing more research to try to get a change of mind. 

The Main Rd proposal has been more favourably received 
and discussion is ongoing. These projects take a long time 
to get agreed and then have to wait for funding, so we 

will just keep pushing and hope that we will eventually 

succeed. You will see the new Speed Watch team in the 

village now the equipment has arrived. My thanks to Ian 
Massey and all the volunteers for their service to the 
village. This team and the Parish Councillors involved in 

the “Twenty’s Plenty“ and VAS signs mean that Kilsby is 
doing all it can to improve the trafÏc situation instead of 
just waiting for WNC or Highways. We have also supported 
Crick in their objection to the trafÏc lights proposal at 
Junction 18 of the M1. 
The Parish Council is getÝng regular complaints about 
inconsiderate parking in several parts of the village. 

We live in an era of ever increasing numbers of cars 

and I appreciate how difÏcult it is to juggle cars, and 
understandably people want to park close to home. Also 

there is a continual issue close to the school at drop off 
and collection times. There is no easy solution to the 
parking problem around the village because there are 

more cars than the houses were ever designed for .

Please help us improve this by being as considerate as 

you can. The PCSO is looking at illegal parking when she 

is in the village.

As always if you want to discuss something please send 

me an email.

Kilsby Parish Council Chairman’s Report
Rob Chamberlain - rchamberlain@kilsby-pc.gov.uk
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Isn’t it amazing how after the long hot weather, seeing the 
parched grass albeit as dead as can be, just how quickly 
our village has become green again? So it is for our Church 

offering a safe peaceful quiet space to retreat to when you 
feel the need to regenerate. 

It is difÏcult to understand the value of small rural village 
churches for many, especially as we see such a small number 

coming to Sunday worship on a regular basis. The value of 

our Church is way beyond Sunday. Apart from the open 

building we have celebrated two weddings this year. We 

have honoured lives that have passed from this world and 

prayed with them and for them and their families. We have 

distributed aid to families in need, and take our presence into 

school and welcome them into our special place. 

A big thank you to all who are part of the Church family 

without having to attend Sunday services. The people who run 
the mowing team, those who open Church every day, those 

who assist the governance of the Church in all its activities 
and those who clean the building.

Services, to which are most welcome, are shown below. 

We are here for you!

Every Blessing: Revd Alastair 

News from St Faith’s
Alastair Wood, Rector of Barby and Kilsby 

Services

Sunday 4th October 9am

11th October 10:30 Harvest Festival
18th October 9am

25th October 10:30 am

1st November 9am

2nd November: Service of All Souls, 

remembering our loved ones 4pm

8th November Remembrance 

Sunday 10am (Earlier Start)
15th November 9am

22nd November 10:30 Festival of 
Christ the King

29th November Advent Sunday: 

Joint Service at Barby 10:30

Barby and Kilsby 

Community Choir 

restarts on Mondays from the 5th 
October, 7pm at Barby Church

Parish Council   

Meeting dates
The Parish Council may need to change these dates 

from time to time but any changes will be published 
on the Parish Council website. 

•	 Tuesday 13th October 2026 at 7pm

•	 Tuesday 10th November 2026 at 7pm 

•	 No meeting in December

•	 Tuesday 12th January 2027 at 7pm

•	 Tuesday 9th February 2027 at 7pm

•	 Tuesday 9th March 2027 at 7pm

•	 Tuesday 13th April 2027 at 7pm

•	 Tuesday 11th May 2027 at 7pm
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1.	Council News

a.	 New Chief Executive
WNC has appointed Martin Henry the unitary 
authority’s Chief Executive and Head of Paid 
Service, with James Smith appointed to the 
position of Section 151 OfÏcer. 
Martin was previously the Council’s Executive Di-
rector for Resources, Chief Finance OfÏcer and 
Deputy Chief Executive and had been acting as 
the Interim Chief Executive since November last 
year following the departure of previous Chief 
Executive, Anna Earnshaw. James is WNC’s 
Corporate Director for Finance and Procurement 
and has served as Deputy Chief Finance OfÏcer 
since the Council’s creation, playing a key role in 
the unitary transition. 

b.	 Local Plan Update
There has been tumult at the council over the 
new draft Local Plan. It has been in preparation 
for over four years and should be adopted next 
year. There has been no new plan since WNC 
replaced our old local authorities in 2021 and 
the last adopted joint plan was in 2014. Without 
an up-to-date plan WNC is vulnerable to specu-
lative development. 

Yet September’s Planning Policy Committee 
voted to abandon the new draft Local Plan and 
start a new one which would have taken a fur-
ther three years to complete. 

We sent in a joint statement to committee 
members pointing out the waste of money and 
effort, the vulnerability to speculative develop-
ment and the likelihood of government inter-
vention were this decision made. The following 
day the government did intervene and issued a 
directive to the Leader of the Council. WNC now 
has to open its final consultation on the draft 
Plan by 5th October. It will run for six weeks, and 
the final Plan will be submitted by 31st Decem-
ber. 

Under the final draft plan Kilsby is still included 
as a secondary service village and its minimum 
housing requirement over the plan period (to 
2043) has reduced slightly from the previous 
plan to 55 new dwellings. 

We have been disappointed that submissions 
made under the last set of consultation around 

this and recognition of the Rainsbrook Valley 
have not been taken on board. We will continue 
to press this at the next stage. 

c.	 Planning and Infrastructure Act 2025
In the context of the above this comes in on the 
31st October and, among other things, will re-
move the ability for us as your WNC councillors 
to call in planning applications to be considered 
by the Planning Committee. It in effect dele-
gates more decisions to Council Planning OfÏ-
cers and gives the Government greater ability 
to intervene if the council refuses larger scale 
developments. We believe this is a retrograde 
move but the Government says the new act 
“aims to accelerate infrastructure and housing 
delivery, streamline planning processes, sup-
port clean energy, and promote nature recovery 
while improving certainty for developers and 
investors”.

d.	 Fast Tracking Developments near Stations
Another Government initiative that came into 
effect in August was that the new National 
Planning Policy Framework gives a default “yes” 
to housing within reasonable walking distance 
of well‑connected train, tram and underground 
stations, with minimum delivery targets and 
streamlined approvals.
For the West Northants area this could mean 
that the proposed allocation of 1,000 new 
homes near Long Buckby station becomes more 
likely. Whether the development of the Rugby 
Parkway station at Houlton changes the current 
Development plans in the area remains to be 
seen.

e.	 Independent councillor joins Liberal Democrat 
Group
Cllr Kathryn Shaw has joined the Liberal Dem-
ocrat Group from being Independent (after 
leaving Reform UK back in January) making 
the group the second largest opposition party 
alongside the Labour group. The political make-
up of WNC is now: Reform UK 39; Conservative 
17; Lib Dems 8; Labour 8 Restore Britain 2; 
Independents 2. 

An Update from your West Northants Councillors 
Cllr Rosie Humphreys & Cllr Andrew Simpson
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2) Local Issues

a.	 Cadman Sporting – Planning Application – 
2023/5783/MAF
This was finally due to be considered by the 
council’s Non-Strategic Planning Committee on 
17th September and had been recommended 
for REFUSAL by the Planning OfÏcer. Along with 
Kilsby & Barby Parish Councils and residents 
we were preparing to attend the meeting and 
encourage councillors to support the recommen-
dation. However, two days before the meeting, 
Cadman Sporting withdrew the application. 
This has happened with other applications and 
means the application wasn’t determined by the 
committee. But after 5 years of uncertainty, we 
are pleased that certainly for the time being a 
line has been drawn under the situation.

b.	 Safer Crossings, Cycleways and Footpaths
We would urge all residents to return the yellow 
A5 crossing survey delivered by Kilsby Parish 
Council. Whilst this focuses on the A5 we are 
also working together on where other pedestri-

an areas can be made safer.

Get in Touch:

Cllr Rosie Humphreys

Mobile: 07890112504
Email: rosie.humphreys@
westnorthants.gov.uk

Cllr Andrew Simpson

1 Manor Villas, Manor Road, 
Kilsby, Northants, CV23 8XS

Mobile: 07973 560432
Email: andrew.simpson@
westnorthants.gov.uk

Kilsby Table Tennis 

Club
Keren Wood 

Kilsby Table Tennis Club have just celebrated their 

tenth birthday. 

Although some people said, “I give it a month”, we 

have had a very successful ten years. 

The group started because science said playing 

helped delay Alzheimer’s disease and kept retired 
people fit and healthy. The social chat helps with 
any mental health problems as laughter is the 

best medicine. The booking aids the village hall so 

everyone wins. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported the club. 
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Kilsby WI - Didn’t we have a lovely time the 
day we went to London.
Jan Bowden

A beautiful day, we had lunch on the way, and a tour of 
the Houses of Parliament…………..

My thanks to ‘Fiddler’s Dram’ for the title for this month’s 
WI entry to the Kilsby Kronickle.

On 18th August, eleven of us intrepid WI tourists visited 

The Houses of Parliament. We caught the train, we 

counted 18,500 steps in total that we covered, and had a 

fabulous friendship, food and fun day in London.

At the invitation of Mike Reader MP for Northampton 
South, we joined the 

Discover Parliament 

summer tour 

programme but best of 

all, he was our personal 

guide. We could not 

have wished for a more 

pleasant, informative 
and humorous tour 

and Mike gave us three 
and a half hours of his 

valuable time. How 
impressive is that for an 

MP!

Of course, those of you who study history will know that 

the Palace of Westminster  (Houses of Parliament), as we 

know it, was rebuilt after a fire in 1834 when two workmen 
disposed of a large number of wooden Exchequer Tally 
Sticks used in tax collection. Believing they were obsolete, 
as an automated system had been introduced, they burnt 

them in a furnace under the House of Lords Chamber. The 

panelling caught fire and destroyed most of the palace of 
Westminster. The cost of progress was enormous, but like 

Phoenix rising out of the ashes, the new building became 

Parliament’s first purpose built home and contained 
greatly improved facilities. The House of Lords occupied 
its new chamber from 1847 and the Commons chamber 

was ready in 1852. The building was completed with 

separate libraries for the two houses and new dining 

rooms in 1870. 

The joy for us all, however, whilst seeing all the important 

historic and magnificent features of the building, was that 
Mike Reader gave us some tit bits about being an MP. He 
said that when the whips call for a vote in Commons, 

you have eight minutes to get from where you are to 

the chamber. On the way, new electric doors have been 

installed, and one of his friends was smashed in the 

face as he tried to get there in time. We found out that 
the vast Murano glass chandelier in the Central Lobby 
can’t be lowered for cleaning as the winching gear is 
damaged. He pointed out tiles in St Stephen’s Hall where 
the cartoon like faces had open or closed eyes to show 

where you could sit - closed for men so they couldn’t look 
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up ladies clothing, and open for women. He took us into 

the cloisters where we saw the depository Churchill used 

for his cigars which survived the bombings during the 

blitz. When we visited the magnificent Chapel of St Mary 
Undercroft which survived the grand fire, he told us of its 
various uses in the past as a wine cellar, dining room for 

the Speaker and now a place of worship for MPs. Adjacent 
to it, is the famous broom cupboard where suffragette 
Emily Wilding Davidson 1872-1913 hid overnight to 
ensure that her address on the night of the 2nd April 

1911 census was recorded as the Houses of Parliament to 

emphasise her claim to political equality with men. She’s 
the woman who, two years later, ran onto the racecourse 

at the Epson Derby in front of the King’s horse and died 
from her injuries.  We weren’t supposed to go in but we 
had a sneaky look at the plaque installed in the cupboard 
by Tony Benn MP. We were fortunate in that Mike also 
managed to get us into a small section of the larger library 
which is sacrosanct to MPs and the Lords, as a place to 
work. One of the librarians confided that there are some 
original and priceless first editions in there, displayed on 
shelves for MPs to read such as original documents from 
the signing of the Magna Carta in 1215 and the warrant 
for the death of Charles 1st. 

Mike explained to us in detail how you get to put your 
point of view forward and get the Speaker to invite you to 

stand up in Commons’ debates but everything is protocol, 
and it seemed like a lottery to the uninitiated! Everything 
goes on a list.

Overall, however, through Mike, we realised how hard 
our MPs work, particularly those who truly believe in 
democracy. 

At our August monthly meeting there was a talk and 

photographic presentation called ‘Behind the Palace 

Gates.’  Fay Tennet described her role as Deputy Director 
of Security for the Royal Household, namely looking after 
all their residencies across the whole of the UK including 

Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle, Balmoral and 

Holyrood House. 

Fay’s talk gave us fascinating insights into the protocols 
of the Royal Household such as; anyone who worked 

directly with the Queen knew that they would be made 

redundant when she died, to allow the next monarch, 

King Charles, to appoint his own people, but the process 

has to be completed within 10 days. Everyone in the 
royal households must wear black for 10 days and only 

carry out work related to stafÏng issues; she said there 
was much discussion as to whether all golden buckles on 

clothing should be covered in black felt.  

Security is the highest protocol in all the Royal Households 

and all visitors, without exception, must have national 
security clearance. In Fay’s advisory role, however, she 
was often expected to undertake unusual tasks; during the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations, she was hidden at 
the side of the balcony of Buckingham Palace when the 

Queen decided to make an impromptu appearance during 

the second flight past; she was positioned on Buckingham 
Palace roof to ensure a bird’s eye view over the courtyard, 
the back gardens and the Mall while festivities were going 
on. Despite all this, at 8 am on Xmas morning in 2021, 

Jaswant Singh Chail, a potential assassin, managed to 
avoid security and hide under the Queen’s chambers 
at Windsor Castle until discovered.  Faye said the issue 
was the vast expanse of land to monitor in the castle. 

During her tenure, Prince Harry lost his ofÏcial security 
protection, and Fay had to liaise with the police and his 
private security team to arrange the handover.

Whilst she couldn’t give away any national secrets, she 
did say that King Charles, whom she met regularly to 

discuss projects and acquire his permission for security 
at events, is a total workaholic. Whereas Queen Elizabeth 
would spend 10 weeks summer holiday at Balmoral, 

he spends only two. He is also a keen artist and has a 
great sense of humour; he would send memos back to 

her after debriefings with drawings on them of security 
equipment hidden in bird boxes. She also shared with us 
that in preparation for his coronation, a life size model 
of Westminster Abbey was constructed in Buckingham 

Palace so everyone involved could rehearse their roles 

out of sight of the public.

So as you can see, we have a really varied programme at 

the WI. You are welcome to join us and have a free taster 

session in October or November. 

October 8th is “Stunt Dogs” guest speaker Sonia Turner 

and November 12th is a talk on the Bodie Hodges 

Foundation. 

Our Christmas Party is on 10th December. Further details 

to come.
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The Kilsby Produce Show, organised by the Kilsby Garden 

and Produce Association, had another very successful 
event at the Village Hall this year, with refreshments and 

cakes provided by the Christmas Tree Committee.

Over 260 entries in the 64 different categories were 
entered into the show which is a very good turnout in 

what was a very hot summer with extreme weather 

conditions for growing vegetables, fruit and flowers.  
The residents rose to the challenge and provided a very 

colourful display of produce, baking and handicrafts.

The Show was judged by the Leicester and Leic. 

Horticultural Judges Guild who were celebrating their 
70th Anniversary year and have been responsible for 

judging the show and other events in the village for a 

number of years.  They were busy judging for over two 

hours, tasting all the cookery entries, making detailed 
examinations of the handicraft and photo entries, as well 
as inspecting all the fruit, vegetables and flowers.

After all their deliberations the results are as follows:-
Judged on the 20th June: Cup for the best planter, won 

by Carol Chamberlain on behalf of the Village Hall.

New Cup, Courtyard Cup: 

Won by Carol Chamberlain

Christine and Tom Clay 
Cup, Decorative garden: 
Won by Judy Ayton

Norris Wood Cup, best 

mixed garden: Won by 

Janette and Nick Weekes
Warner Crofts Cup for cookery: won by Diane Graham
Hilda Olerenshaw Cup, Best Victoria Sandwich: Won by 

Alison Harrison

Jane George Cup for Handicrafts: Won by Diane 
Graham

Eva Lennox Cup for most points for an allotment 
holder: Won by Charles Smedley

Bracebridge Cleasby Cup, most points in vegetables, 

fruit and flowers: Won by Charles Smedley
Best in Show Cup: Won by Susan Hussey for her 

Crocheted blanket

Banksian Medal, most points for vegetables, fruit and 
flowers: Won by Carol Chamberlain
Leicester and Leics. Horticultural Judges Guild 70th 
Anniversary year Platinum Award for most points in 
the show: Won by Charles Smedley

The KGPA thank all of those villagers who submitted the 
260 entries in the show for making it such an excellent, 

decorative and interesting event and for all the additional 
villagers and visitors who came to look at the produce 

and hopefully enjoyed their cuppa and cake.

After chatÝng to some children who visited and entered 
the show this year, we will be re-introducing some 

Children’s Classes next year.

Kilsby Garden and Produce Association
Charles Smedley  photos from Rob Chamberlain and Diane Graham
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Kilsby Residents Climate and Nature 

Action Group

THE FILM THAT EVERYONE SHOULD SEE

After a summer where we have had five periods of 
excessive heat accompanied by a severe drought, and 

where we have seen wildfires in areas too close to us 
for comfort, as well as a huge natural disaster in Nepal 

caused by the melting of a glacier, no-one can doubt 
that the climate is changing – and that this is going to 

affect all of us increasingly.  People’s Emergency Briefing 
is a powerful film, hosted by Chris Packham, in which 
nine leading scientists and experts in a variety of fields 
present the facts about what is happening and what 

is likely to happen in the UK, how this will impact on 

all aspects of our lives, and, very importantly, what we 

can do about it.  The film is being shown in workplaces, 
places of worship and community venues large and 

small throughout the country and makes a powerful and 

positive impression on everyone who sees it.

We are showing the 50 minute film in Kilsby Village Hall, 
free of charge, on Tuesday 20th October at 7.30 for 8.00 

pm.   Refreshments will be available both before and 

after the screening and we hope people will stay on after 
the film for a discussion/Q and A session about what the 
information in the film means for us locally.

The Parish Council is strongly supporting this screening 
as are our West Northants councillors and we hope 

that our MP will be there too.  This is your opportunity 
to find out the facts and discuss action with your 
councillors and with your neighbours in Kilsby.   

Please do come and encourage others to do the same.

Submitted by Ian Massey.

National Open Gardens Scheme 2027 
It seems strange that with many of the nation’s gardens still due to open to the public in 2026, next year’s 
handbook is already being put together. So I have had to submit a date for Kilsby to open its gardens next year 

and that will be on Sunday 20th June 2027, from 1pm to 5.30pm. 

Plans are also in place for the 2027 NGS Centenary Celebrations with Northamptonshire compiling a special 
recipe book. 

If anyone has a favourite recipe that they would like to enter, please contact me for more details.  

Janette Weekes email: jan_weekes@icloud.com or text to 07815565034

Please register that you will be coming, just so we know how many people to expect, by:
•	 using the link: https://buytickets.at/kilsbyresidentsclimateandnatureactiongroup/2409416
•	 using the QR code shown on the poster on page 20

•	 adding your name to the list in the Village Shop

We hope to see you on 20th October.
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Tickets £7:00 each                       

Tickets on sale at the Village Shop

Also available from Ruth 01788 823662/07814 106401 or Julie 07940 525272

All proceeds to the Village Hall

KILSBY VILLAGE HALL CINEMA

Saturday 28th November 2026
Come and join us for refreshments at 7:30pm

Film starts 8:00pm (cert 15)
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Update on the Planned 

Tree Planting Scheme 
and Local Nature 

Recovery Strategy Species 

Observation.
Cllr Cheryl Sibley

I would like to thank those members of our community 

who responded to the articles in the August-September 
edition of the Kronickle.

Tree Planting Scheme
There was a very positive response from villagers 
regarding planting more trees around the village. 
Locations suggested were the School top field, Smarts 
Estate, the grass verges on KIlsby Lane and Barby Road, 
Devon Ox Green, the sheep paddocks on the edge of the 

village and basically anywhere else that might be suitable. 

The general consensus seems to be the more trees the 

better. 

Planting more trees comes with the responsibility of 
ensuring proper establishment and maintenance. Any 

new trees planted will need good ground preparation, 
secure staking, protection from predation and a watering 
regime for the first 2-3 years, possibly even the first 5 
years if we continue to see the kind of long hot summers 
and drought that we have witnessed recently. 

Now comes the fun bit, working out locations, numbers 
and varieties of trees and shrubs to enhance our village. 
Completing the necessary applications, and keeping 
our fingers crossed that we are successful in our bid. It 
is not something that can be rushed, and is going to be 

a long term project. If we have missed this winters tree 

allocation we will be in plenty of time and well prepared 
to have our application in next year. 

Several of the bodies offering free trees to Parish Councils 
and other community groups required applications to be 
made by 31st July with a view to successful applicants 

taking delivery of their saplings in November. This is the 

optimum time for planting as the new trees will have an 
entire winter to grow in and establish making them more 
resilient to the vagaries of the British climate. A second 
allocation may be made in March.

I have had offers of help from villagers who would like to 
get involved, and would welcome any help you are able 

to give. Updates and details of how you can support this 

project will be printed in future editions of the Kronickle.

Local Nature Recovery Strategy
Thank you to everyone who spotted some of our 
endangered species during the summer and took the 

time to complete the questionnaire.

By far the most common species spotted was the Western 
European Hedgehog, with many sitings of family groups 
including young hoglets.

Swift and Pipistrelle Bats were also spotted, although 
many were quite understandably unable to distinguish 
between the common and Soprano Pipistrelle.

There were no sitings of the Picture Winged Fly or Basil 
Thyme. This could have been due to the unusually high 

temperatures and lack of rain fall during the summer 

months, or just our unfamiliarity with them. The Picture 

winged fly likes a damp habitat, where as the Basil Thyme 
likes it hot and dry, and thrives on the edge of field 
margins.

I will keep a look out for both on my journeys around the 

village and surrounds and will report back any sitings.

In the meantime time, there is much we can do to 
encourage wildlife into our gardens.

The single thing we can do that encourages more wildlife 

into a garden than anything else is the introduction of a 
pond. It provides drinking water, a bird bath, food and 

habitat for many species. Although we do of course need 

to be mindful of safety around young children. If a pond 

is not an option, a bird bath or even a saucer of water is 
invaluable to many species during drought.

We can also plant a diverse range of plants and shrubs 

to provide food and shelter. Don’t be too tidy, many 
small invertebrates will overwinter in a pile of leaves or 

perennials that have been left uncut over winter.

A hedgehog house or similar, fresh water and bird food 

provided in cold weather when natural water sources 

might be frozen and food scarce, bird and bat boxes, to 

name but a few.

With just a little help from us, who knows what we might 
be spotÝng in and around the village next summer.

Please Get in Touch

We're always looking at ways to improve the 

Kronickle and add a wider variety of articles for 
villagers to enjoy. So if you have any ideas of 

what you would find useful, or you would like to 
read about please let us know..

Email: kilsbykronickle@outlook.com
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Kilsby Coffee Mornings
Have you visited our coffee morning yet? 

It is held the 1st Thursday of every month. For just £3 you can get a cup (or two) of tea-coffee, a piece of gorgeous 
cake and a good old chat with friends and neighbours, making new friends. Everyone is welcome and due to increasing 
numbers we have now moved into our wonderful Kilsby Village Hall.

We start at 10.00am and during this time we hold a rafÒe and complete the draw for the 100 Club. We have some exciting 
things happening in December so do come and see us in October / November to find out more. 

Dates for your diary

1st October – Coffee morning – all welcome 
5th November – Coffee Morning – all welcome 
3rd December – Christmas event – invite only 

17th December – Christmas Coffee morning & Carols – all welcome – but please register your interest - for numbers. 

Can you donate a rafÒe prize or a cake - we would love to hear from you. We have a fab team of dedicated cake makers 
– Thank you to Elaine, Charlotte, Judy and our lovely volunteers - But we would love to welcome you to our team.

If you have a small club or project – we could help fund it. We have recently supported the Messy Church programme 
held at St Faiths with a donation from our Coffee mornings. You could be next – get in touch for more information.

See you soon 

Adelle, Andrea, Ann, Jenny, Jill & Moira – Andrea mobile-07861295358

Kilsby Players Update 

We are busy rehearsing and getÝng everything ready for 
our second performance - The Vicar of Dibley on Friday 

20th and Saturday 21st November. 

We had some fun recording a scene in Kilsby Church in 

August - thank you to everyone who came along to help 

make the church look busy and to Hillmorton Choir for 

their wonderful vocals.

We hope you will join us for 3 episodes of the classic 

sitcom as the residents of Dibley get to grips with the 

shock of having a lady Vicar, prepare for stardom when 

Songs of Praise comes to the village and grapple with the 

dubious politics of their local councillor.

Tickets are on sale now - with £1 from each ticket sale 
going to both Kilsby Church and Kilsby School Association 
as a thank you for their support in our production. 

There is still an opportunity for a small stage appearance 
during Songs of Praise - if you’re interested in trying out 
treading the boards and having some fun please contact 

Polly on 07780601052
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DEAN MEREDITH 

BUILDING CONTRACTOR 

KILSBY BASED

Tel: 07753 572822

@KILSBY_BUILDER   

BRICK AND STONEWORK

RENOVATIONS/ALTERATIONS

RE-POINTING

CHIMNEY WORK

GENERAL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

LOCAL IT SUPPORT FOR SMALL BUSINESS 

& DOMESTIC CUSTOMERS

• Remote & In-Person Assistance
• Troubleshooting | Repairs | Setup Consulting
• Reliable, Professional, and Friendly Service
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Kilsby Action Group
Andrew Farrier, on behalf of the Kilsby Action Group. 

Local Plan and Rugby Road

No date has been fixed for the Rugby Road development 
to be heard at the non-strategic planning committee 
meeting, but we expect it to be soon.

WNC Local Plan Reset: Complicating timelines, West 
Northamptonshire Council’s Planning Policy Committee 
formally voted to completely restart and reset their future 

Local Plan process to align with new national planning 
rules. This broad administrative reset could influence 
how upcoming housing sites outside existing village 
boundaries are evaluated. This could have a potential 
impact on the Rugby Road proposed development, 

which is due to be heard by the non-strategic planning 

committee.

This is what we know.

West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) voted to scrap its 

draft Local Plan and start fresh, but the UK Government 
immediately blocked the move.

On September 14, 2026, the council’s Planning Policy 
Committee voted to abandon the existing Regulation 
19 Local Plan. The administration aimed to align a 
new strategy with the 2026 National Planning Policy 
Framework and address widespread public opposition 
regarding large housing allocations in rural areas. 
However, within 24 hours, Housing and Planning Minister 
Matthew Pennycook issued a statutory intervention 

ordering the council to proceed with the existing plan.

Chronology of the Local Plan Dispute

• The Council’s Decision (Sept 14): The Reform UK-led 

committee voted to discard five years of work and over 
£1 million in preparation costs. They argued that starting 
over would better protect rural villages from massive 
growth—such as the contested 1,000-home development 

in Long Buckby.

• The Government Intervention (Sept 15): The Ministry of 
Housing intervened using formal powers. The government 

stated that abandoning a technically sound plan at this 

late stage would cause unacceptable delays and leave the 

region vulnerable to unplanned development.

• The Mandated Next Steps: Under the government’s 
strict directive, West Northamptonshire Council must 
now follow a locked time-line:

Launch the Regulation 19 public consultation no later 

than October 5, 2026.

Run the consultation for a minimum of six weeks.

Submit the final strategy to the Planning Inspectorate 
no later than December 31, 2026.

Report monthly progress directly to government 

ofÏcials.

Local Political Reaction
The clash has split local leadership. Council leader Mark 
Arnull expressed “deep disappointment,” stating that 
residents should not be forced to accept a rushed plan.

Conservative councillors also voiced fury over being 
forced to plan under old rules.

Conversely, the local Labour group welcomed the 

government’s intervention, calling the council’s initial 
decision to scrap the plan “reckless” due to the financial 
waste and legal risks involved.

WNC has until September 29, 2026, to submit any 

“exceptional circumstances” to the government explaining 
why they believe this intervention is inappropriate.

KAG will continue to monitor the situation, and we will 
update you all as soon as we hear anything else.

Fundraising is vital in our work to protect the 

village from inappropriate development.

We have set a date for the KAG Quiz: 14th November at 

the Village Hall. We hope you can join us for this always-

popular evening. Fish and chip supper, rafÒe, well-stocked 
bar and the promise of loads of fun and laughter will 

await you. For details of how to book, email

kilsbyaction@gmail.com or call 07952404305.

Don’t leave it too long, as we normally have a full house.
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People’s 
Emergency 
Briefing 
Do you care about: 
• Local droughts and flooding? 

• Air pollution? 

• Wildfires? 

• Food prices and shortages? 

• The Cost of Living? 
 

Get the facts. Come along to a screening of 
People’s Emergency Briefing 

Kilsby Village Hall  
Tuesday 20th October 7.30 pm 

 

Free film plus Q and A/discussion session 
with refreshments 

 

 
KILSBY RESIDENTS CLIMATE AND NATURE ACTION GROUP 

Scan the QR code or  

visit the village shop to register 
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Amateur Theatres to Visit

The Loft, Leamington

WOMEN OF 

TROY
WED 28 OCT – SAT 7 NOV

By Euripides

In a new version by David 

Fletcher

Directed by David Fletcher

The Loft Theatre, Victoria Colonnade, Leamington Spa, CV31 3AA

Further information: https://lofttheatrecompany.com
It is the morning after the fall of Troy. All the Trojan men have been killed, but the women don’t yet know their fates – each 
woman is waiting to hear which Greek leader will be their new master as they grapple with grief and loss. By the end of the 
play, the women have been taken to the ships, and their city is in flames……

This intensely dramatic, powerful tragedy may have been written over 2,400 years ago, but it still speaks to us today on some 
of the fundamental issues of our time.

It vividly depicts the fallout of the terrifying violence of war and in particular the effect it has on the lives of women.

Just a few years after the play was written, the historian Thucydides wrote “the strong do what they can and the weak suffer 
what they must” – a maxim that is being frequently quoted on the news today as it was in the ancient world.

Rugby Theatre - On Screen

& SONS - a film

Friday 2nd to Saturday 3rd October

Rugby Theatre, Henry St, Rugby CV21 2QA ·

Further information: 
https://www.rugbytheatre.co.uk/show/and-sons/

See Page 17 for more info on the Kilsby Players Vicar of Dibley.
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Join our festive community celebration as Kilsby 

lights up for Christmas. A magical evening of 

mulled wine, music, and merriment awaits on 

Saturday 5th December 2026! 

Save the Date! 

When 

Gathering from 4:30pm 

Lights on at 5:00pm 

Kilsby Christmas Tree Light  

Switch-On Event 2026 

 

 

Where 
Meeting point: Village Shop 

Main event: The village green  

at the top of Barby Road 

 

 

Who 
The entire Kilsby community!  

Families, friends, neighbours. 

Special guest: Father Christmas 

Put it in your diary now for a proper village Christmas do! 

Children's Christmas Tree Drawing Competition 

• Open to all children under 12 years 

• Draw a Christmas tree on A4 paper 

• Include name, address and phone  

• number 

• Submit by 3rd  November 2026 

Competition Details The Winner Will: 

• Help Father Christmas switch 

on the lights 

• Have their artwork featured  

on event posters 

• Entries to Alison Harrison  

4 Rugby Road, Kilsby 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Alison Harrison 

07843 633630 

Annabel Davies 

07511 296446 
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Gardeners’ Corner
Ron Kickle 

Sunflower summer –again!

Our amazing multi-headed sunflower has been brilliant 
again. All it needs is regular doses of tomato feed and 

deadheading as the petals fall off. We still have lots of 
seeds left in the packet so here’s looking to next year.

How is your lawn recovering?

Ours is now about half and half brown and green. There 

is a lot of dead top growth that we are wondering about 

raking off, but will probably give it another month.

Our best drought resistant plant

Our outright winner was 

field bindweed! By August 
everything else in the border 

was dead and dry but the 

bindweed grew over all 

the dead plants and gave 

a lovely late display of its 

pink and white flowers all 
over the border. What was it 

about a weed being a plant 

in the wrong place? Perhaps 

we will re-classify field 
bindweed.
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Divide your herbaceous perennials

October is a good time to divide your herbaceous 
perennials. It allows the plants to grow their roots during 

the winter, avoiding the need for lots of spring watering. 

Cut the plant back first. Then dig it up, divide off strong 
looking pieces with roots, discarding the old centre. Split 

big plants using a spade and fork back to back.

Jobs to do in October

Plant spring bedding and bulbs

Spread your compost and dig, dig, dig!

Jobs to do in November

Tidy up the beds and border for winter.

Start winter pruning of roses with a light cut-back to stop 

rocking in the wind.

Times past...

In “Your Garden Week by Week”, A. G. L. Hellyer, 1936:-

“Turf and repair lawns: This is an excellent time to lay 
new lawns from turf or repair worn patches in old ones. 

Cut out the turf from the worn places with an edging 

tool and lift with a sharp spade or special turf-lifting tool, 
making all the sides straight. It is a well-nigh impossible 
task to fit a patch neatly into a curved hole.”

Good Gardening!

Ron Kickle

Kilsby History Society
Diana Smith - Secretary of the Kilsby History Society

Our speaker in November will be Mike Tebbitt, a retired 
history teacher of Daventry. 

His talk on the lost villages of Northamptonshire, given to 

us a couple of years ago, was very good.

He wrote ‘The Short History of Daventry’ which includes 
a town trail map and lots of fascinating information about 
the town.

He will also tell us a bit about his experiences of teaching 

history in the town.

We will meet on Thursday November 19th in the Kilsby 

Room, starting at 7.30 p.m.

Members £3 and visitors £5. Tea/coffee and biscuits will 
be available

Everyone is welcome.

Field Bindweed, 

Convolvulus arvensis
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Collection day for Kilsby is Wednesday.

December not yet 

confirmed
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 Regular Grass Mowing 
 Pressure Washing 
 

 

 

 Sheds Supplied & Erected 
 Fencing  
 Hedge Cutting 
 Tree Work 
 Green Houses 
 General Landscaping  

 

  

Turf Laid
Scarifying
Rotavating

Stephen Hartwell

No VAT - Competitive rates -

Grass Mowing & Garden Services

 References - Personal Service

Mobile 07743 327404

Est 2003. Kilsby Based
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Our events in October and November

Our art exhibition in October is ‘The Painting and Pencil 
Pals. A Journey Through Nature, Landscape and People’. 
Louise Harrison and Chris Ebbage join forces once again 
to bring a unique exhibition of graphite sketches and wa-

tercolour paintings, encompassing nature, landscape and 
people. 

Every Body tells a story!  Former top crime scene inves-

tigator, David Sweeney, will be giving a talk on Thursday 

8th October at 7.30pm (doors open at 7pm) for what is 

sure to be an unforgettable evening.  Refreshments will 
be available.   Please get your free tickets from the Li-
brary. Donations welcomed on the night.

Long Buckby Ukulele Group: This popular group will be 

performing again on Thursday 22nd October from 7.30-

9.00pm. Doors open at 7pm. Come and enjoy our friend-

ly café style evening. Refreshments are available before 

and during the evening. Get your free tickets from the 
Library or the Peephole in the High Street. Donations 
welcomed on the night.

Green Libraries Week: This national event runs from 
Wednesday, October 21st to Wednesday, October 28th. 

We will be organising a family-oriented ‘green’ hunt 
around the village. Free entry and a certificate on com-

pletion. Please look for further information on our web-

site nearer the time.

Great Expectations: Tuesday 17th November. The one 

and only James Hornsby is returning to enthral us with 

his performance of Charles Dickens’ famous story. James 

will bring to life a host of wonderful characters, includ-

ing: Magwitch, The Gargerys, Uncle Pumblechook, Estel-
la, Herbert Pocket, Miss Havisham and of course, Pip. It 
is also suitable for children of 10 years and above. The 

doors will open at 7.00pm, with the performance start-

ing at 7.30pm. Refreshments will be available beforehand 

and in the interval. When available, tickets will be £10.00 
– under 16s £5 - from the Library and the Peephole in the 

High Street.

Our October and November films: our film nights are 
monthly on the last Tuesday of the month. On Tuesday 

27th October, we are showing The Sheep Detectives. And 

on Tuesday 24th November, we will be showing The 

Devil Wears Prada 2. All films start at 7.30pm (doors 

open at 7pm). Tickets are £7.50 and will be available 

from the Library and the Peephole in the High Street. 

Refreshments including ice creams are available.

Please do check our website and calendar for our many 

regular activities, including all our health and wellbeing 
support. 

https://buckbylibraryhub.org; 

https://buckbylibraryhub.org/calendar/. 

Finally, we had a book stall 

and tombola at the Buckby 

Feast on August Bank Hol-

iday Monday – see photo-

graph. It was challenging 

to keep the books dry be-

cause of the showers, but 

we had a great day and 

sold lots of books!

Buckby Library & Hub

Rugby Library

Opening Times

Monday 9am to 5.30pm

Tuesday 10am to 7pm

Wednesday 9am to 5.30pm

Thursday 9am to 5.30pm

Friday 9am to 5.30pm

Saturday 9am to 4pm

Sunday 12 noon to 4pm

Daventry Library

Opening Times

Monday 9am to 6pm

Tuesday 9am to 6pm

Wednesday 9am to 6pm

Thursday 9am to 6pm

Friday 9am to 6pm

Saturday 9am to 5pm

Sunday Closed
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Chair John Beeston ~ extracts from his annual report to shareholders: 
I am very pleased to report that after a hectic year, we have increased our trade 

and are now breaking even and able to look to the future. A big part of this is 

down to our longer opening hours which are attracting new customers from the 

“going home trade” that we had missed before. This in turn has led us to expand 

our product lines to include more ready meals and sauces to suit these demands. 

The shop now needs more storage space for chilled / frozen goods, as well as 

improved storage for fresh vegetables. We are in discussion with the Parish 

Council about hosting the book swap (currently in the telephone box) and also 

about developing as a community hub. This would involve developing the  

seating area outside the shop to make it a more friendly and useful space. 

Again, many thanks to all of our dedicated volunteers and our lovely Manager. 

Our success is down to them. Also an enormous thank you to our sponsors, the 

Red Lion and the Parish Council, both continue to be very supportive of all our 

developments. 

This increased activity is putting more pressure on our staff and volunteers. We 

don’t just need help working behind the till, although “Playing shops” is great 

fun! We need volunteers in all the skills needed to support a business, including 

building and equipment maintenance, advertising and promotion. We also need 

to refresh the committee with new members, as two long serving Members will 

be retiring before Christmas. If you can help please get in touch. 

Even if you don’t have the time to volunteer a great way to help is to come in 

and shop with us!  

Remember:  

Using your village shop is good for you, the village and the environment! 

A Community Owned Project 
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KILSBY OIL CLUB

The next order point for the Oil Club is:

6th November 2026

We will be open to receive orders for nine 

days, closing a week on the Sunday following 

the announcement. Members will be advised 
of the price and delivery dates when the 

buying process has been completed early the 

following week.

Anyone interested in joining the Club, or 

helping out with the ordering process, should 

contact: kilsbyoilclub@gmail.com

At the heart
of our village

Helping with everyday
tasks

Supporting our
village community

Volunteering introduces you to

new people and helps to build

new friendships

Full training provided and a

range of shifts available

Are you reliable and willing to

help with everyday shop tasks?

Volunteering helps build

confidence. 

Do you have a positive and

flexible attitude?  

Do you care about

supporting local people and

village life?

Friendly & Welcoming Teamwork

Small acts. Big impact. Be the one who keeps the door OPEN.
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR CURRENT VOLUNTEERS – YOU MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE

Would you like to help out?
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From the Kilsby Kronickle Archives
From 4 years ago - 2022 Oct-Nov

KILSBY HISTORY SOCIETY 
(From Diana Smith, Tel: 822197), photographs courtesy of Gill Mason) 

 

ST. FAITH’S CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Compare this photograph of the same 
scene as the previous picture. 
  
It was taken in the early 1900's. In the 
1860's the windows had been replaced 
with ones in a gothic perpendicular style 
and the clerestory windows altered to 
match.  
 
This photograph also shows the pathway 
to the door in the chancel used by the 
Vicar as the nearest point of access from 
the Vicarage of the time. 

 
 
This interior view was taken before the 
Second World War The church was lit by 
oil lamps. We can see the altar and 
sanctuary as it appeared before the wood 
panelling was erected as a memorial to 
Richard Croft. The altar rails appear to be 
the ones now in place in the side  
chapel. 
 
 
 

 
 
This is a watercolour painting by 
Edward Rudge. It was painted in the 
mid 1830's, before the Victorian 
restorations.  
 
Notice the rectangular windows in the 
nave and chancel and the arched 
clerestory windows, letting light into the 
upper parts of the church. 
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The village wharf and the 

narrowboat that carried its 

name
For more than two centuries the Oxford Canal has passed 
quietly through the countryside on the western edge of 
Kilsby. At Tarry’s Bridge, where the road from Kilsby to 
Rugby crosses the canal, the buildings of the old wharf still 
provide a reminder of a time when this was part of a busy 
commercial transport route.

There is another, rather special, connection with the 
village. In 1913 one of the working narrowboats belonging 
to the famous canal carrying company Fellows, Morton 
& Clayton entered service bearing the name Kilsby.

Remarkably, that boat still survives.

Together, Kilsby Wharf and NB Kilsby tell a story stretching 
from the horse-drawn transport of the nineteenth century 
to the preservation of Britain’s canal heritage today.

The canal comes to Kilsby
The Oxford Canal was one of the great transport projects 
of the early Industrial Revolution. Its purpose was to link 
the industrial Midlands with Oxford and, via the Thames, 
London.

The canal reached Napton in 1774, bringing navigation 
through the country around Kilsby and Hillmorton. The 
complete route to Oxford opened in 1790.

For rural communities this was revolutionary. Before 
canals, heavy goods were slow and expensive to move 
by road. A single horse could tow a narrowboat carrying 
many tons.

One commodity above all drove the trade: coal.

Large quantities of coal from the Warwickshire and 
Midlands coalfields travelled south along the Oxford 
Canal. The effect on Oxford was dramatic; historical 
accounts record a substantial reduction in the price of 
coal once the canal provided the city with direct access 
to the Midlands coalfields.

Those southbound coal boats travelled through the Kilsby 
area and past Kilsby Wharf alongside Tarry’s bridge.

Kilsby Wharf
Tarry’s Bridge – Oxford Canal Bridge 74 – was an 
obvious place for a wharf. Here the canal crossed the 
road linking Kilsby with Rugby, allowing goods to be 
transferred between narrowboat and horse-drawn cart.

Coal would have been particularly suited to this 
arrangement. A boat could bring many tons cheaply from 
the coalfields, with smaller quantities then distributed by 

cart to villages, farms and businesses away from the canal.

The wharf was therefore a small transport interchange 
rather than simply somewhere for a boat to stop.

The substantial brick building now known as Wharf 
Farmhouse was likely the Fox Inn shown on late 
nineteenth-century maps. Heritage research undertaken 
for Rugby Borough Council dates the building to after 
1813 and suggests that the inn served both road and canal 
traffic.

With stabling nearby, it is easy to imagine boatmen, 
carters and their horses stopping here while goods were  
unloaded at the wharf.

Kilsby Village and Narrowboat
Mr Kerry Green



32

Coal, boats and Kilsby
We know that coal dealing and canal carrying were part 
of Kilsby life.

A particularly revealing newspaper report from 1874 
identifies Clement Pear Pearcy Ditcher of Kilsby as 
a coal merchant.

The same report tells us that one of his employees, John 
Goodman of Kilsby, had originally worked for him 
as a carter before becoming a boatman. Goodman had 
recently returned from Leicester, and Ditcher’s boats 
were mentioned as being at Watford Locks.

It is a wonderful glimpse of the transport system in action.

The coal merchant employed both carters and 
boatmen. Boats moved goods over long distances while 
horses and carts completed the local journey.

Although the evidence does not yet prove that Ditcher 
operated specifically from Tarry’s Bridge Wharf, a Kilsby 
coal merchant owning boats clearly demonstrates how 
closely the village was connected with canal trade.

A narrowboat called Kilsby
Nearly forty years later, the village name appeared on a 
new working narrowboat.

Fellows, Morton & Clayton Ltd – universally known as 
FMC – was one of the greatest canal carrying companies 
in Britain. Its boats travelled throughout the Midlands and 
south towards London.

Canal carrying companies commonly drew boat names 
from groups of names, including towns, villages 
and places associated with the waterways and 
territories through which their fleets travelled.

Kilsby, sitting beside an important canal route from the 
Midlands towards Oxford and the south, was therefore 
an entirely appropriate name.

The narrowboat Kilsby was commissioned as part of 
a group of iron-composite butties built for FMC by 
Braithwaite & Kirk of West Bromwich.

NB Kilsby became FMC fleet number 275 and was 
registered at Birmingham as number 1288 on 2 May 
1913.

She was approximately 70 feet long.

A butty had no engine of its own. It could be horse-drawn 
or towed behind a powered motor narrowboat, allowing 
a working pair to carry considerably more cargo.

NB Kilsby was of composite construction, with riveted iron 
sides and framing combined with a traditional wooden 
bottom. She was built to work.

Did NB Kilsby pass Kilsby 

Wharf?
So far, no surviving record has been found proving that 
NB Kilsby actually loaded or unloaded at Tarry’s Bridge, 
but there is a strong geographical connection.

The Oxford Canal was an important route for coal and 
other goods travelling between the Midlands and Oxford. 
Kilsby Wharf stood directly beside that route, and FMC 
boats operated extensively across the interconnected 
waterways of the Midlands and south.

NB Kilsby is known to have worked in this canal district 
and was photographed at nearby Braunston during the 
canal strike.

It is therefore quite possible that villagers once stood 
at Tarry’s Bridge and watched a working narrowboat 
pass beneath them with their own village name painted 
proudly on its cabin.

We should not turn that attractive possibility into 
documented fact – but neither is it far-fetched.
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A boat was also a home
Working narrowboats were more than cargo vessels. For 
many boating families they were home.

The tiny cabin at the stern provided living, cooking and 
sleeping accommodation for the boatman, his wife and 
often several children.

We even know some of the families who lived aboard 
NB Kilsby.

During the canal boatmen’s strike of 1923, she was 
occupied by William and Lucy Edwards and their 
children.

Another boating family later took over the boat. In 1934 
Albert Brace was born aboard NB Kilsby at FMC’s 
Bordesley Street depot in Birmingham. His parents, Jack 
and Eliza Brace, worked her as the butty to the motor 
boat Pilot.

These families spent their lives travelling the waterways, 
and places such as Kilsby were the everyday landmarks of 
their working world.

From carrying boat to mud 

boat
NB Kilsby’s original carrying career ended shortly after 
the Second World War.

In 1945 she was sold to the Bridgewater Department of 
the Manchester Ship Canal. Her traditional working cabin 
was removed and she was converted into a dredging 
mud boat, carrying spoil removed from the canal.

For many old working narrowboats, such secondary use 
was the final stage before scrapping.

NB Kilsby survived.

During the 1960s or 1970s she was transformed again. 
Her hull was shortened from about 70 feet to 60 feet, an 
engine was installed and a residential cabin constructed.

Eventually she returned to the Oxford Canal and became 
a houseboat in Oxford.

Saving NB Kilsby
By the twenty-first century, maintaining a century-old 
composite narrowboat had become a major undertaking.

In 2019, NB Kilsby was donated to the Jericho Living 
Heritage Trust, which began the ambitious task of 
securing her future.

Her historical importance is recognised by her inclusion 
on the National Register of Historic Vessels, 
registration number 3677.

Then, in September 2025, the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund awarded the project £210,728 towards restoring 
and repurposing her as an accessible floating centre for 
heritage, arts and community activities.

In 2026 NB Kilsby was taken to Stourbridge for major 
reconstruction, including extensive work to her historic 
hull.

More than a century after she entered the FMC fleet, the 
boat carrying our village’s name is being given another 
life.

Narrowboat Kilsby has survived more than a century of 
change: working boat, family home, mud boat, houseboat 
and now historic vessel.

Perhaps, following her restoration, NB Kilsby will one day 
travel this stretch of the Oxford Canal again.

If she does, there could surely be no more appropriate 
photograph for the Kilsby Kronickle than the old boat 
carrying the village’s name passing beneath Tarry’s 
Bridge, beside Kilsby Wharf.

After more than a hundred years, NB Kilsby would have 
come home.

Help preserve NB Kilsby

The restoration of NB Kilsby is being undertaken by the 

Jericho Living Heritage Trust through the Kilsby Boat 
Project. The aim is not simply to preserve the historic 
vessel, but to give her a new working life as an accessible 
floating venue for heritage, arts and community 

activities.

Restoring a narrowboat built more than a century ago is a 
substantial undertaking. Although the project has received 
National Lottery Heritage Fund support, donations and 

public support are still greatly appreciated.

Readers who would like to follow the restoration, discover 
more of NB Kilsby’s remarkable history or support the 
project can visit:

The Kilsby Boat Project 

https://kilsbyboatproject.com
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Contact the Editors at: 

kilsbykronickle@outlook.com

Note: When sending in a contribution please 
could you send photos as attachments, as well 

as shown within e.g. a Word document for 

placement requirements. Text can be supplied 
either within an email or in a Word doc. 

Next Edition Deadlines
December Edition - Friday November 13th

February Edition - Friday January 15th

   Thank you to all our contributors, 
distributors and readers.

Editorial team: Polly Redhead, Catherine 
Peake and Vicki James

Things to Do
	9 Fill in the A5 Crossing Survey (p4)

	9 Submit a recipe for NGS Centenary 

(p 13)

	9 Try a small part in Vicar of Dibley 

(p16)

	9 Donate a rafÒe prize or cake to the 
Coffee Mornings (p16)

What a year I have had looking 

after the 100 Club. A huge 
thank you to all of you that have 

supported this amazing club 

raising much needed funds for our 

lovely church St Faiths.

A special Thank you to all of you 

that have joined this year and 

those yet to join. With the increase 

in numbers, we have been able to 

increase the prize amounts.

You should have all received a 

letter from me with a reminder of 
your lucky number. 

Thank you to those that have 

renewed their numbers for the 

year and for those yet to renew, 

your membership is due.

There are 20 numbers remaining 

so if you would like the chance of 

winning cash prizes raising from 

£20 up to £120 please do get in 

touch. It’s never too late – unless 
we reach the 100. Now wouldn’t 
that be fantastic.

50% of the monies raised goes 

entirely on the maintenance & 
fabrics of the church.

Our lucky winners for July 

August & September are as 

follows.

August
1st	 28	 Sue Hanrahan 

2nd	 48	 Dick Dalton 

3rd	 3	 John Donavon

4th	 13	 Mike King 
5th	 35 	 Brian Ashby 

September
1st    7     A Rogeson

2nd   83   Catherine Jarman

3rd   28    Sue   Hanahan

4th   35    Brian Ashby

5th   58    A F Biles

You could be next – its just £5 

per month, £60 per year payable 

by cash cheque, Bank transfer / 
Standing Order. 

Get in touch for more information 
or pop along to the Kilsby Coffee 
Morning – the draw takes place on 
the first Thursday of the month in 
the village hall.

Many thanks
Andrea Brown, 4 Arnills Way Kilsby

Tel:07861295358

Andreabrown0909@gmail.com 
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	9 Support the Kilsby Boat Project (p33)

	9 Join the Shop Committee (p28)

For Kids
	9 Enter the Christmas Tree Drawing 

Competition (p22)
	9 Follow the Kilsby Halloween Trail (p25)
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