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Historic Evolution & Heritage
The historic settlement pattern that Kilsby developed 
from comprises a series of looped routes which have 
formed the blocks from which strong building frontages 
face the street. Later phases of the village’s development 
have been laid out in more densely developed cul-de-sac 
streets which, in some cases, have diminished the historic 
character of the village. These cul-de-sac routes have 
reduced the levels of connectivity that the village once had.      

The village’s conservation area comprises Chapel Street, 
Main Road, Manor Road, Essen Lane and St Faith’s Church. 
The majority of the village’s listed buildings are located 
within the conservation area.

Kilsby has a wealth of historic buildings. The photographs 
on the opposite page are a small selection of the listed 
buildings within the area which contribute to the historic 
character of the village. The location of these buildings is 
illustrated on the adjacent plans. In addition to the listed 
buildings on the opposite page, key land marks within the 
parish are the grade II* listed castellated ventilation shafts 
of the Kilsby railway tunnel which was built in 1833 (see 
below). 

Present day OS mapping

Historic mapping from 1884

Grade II* Listed Ventilation Shaft, Kilsby Tunnel

Historic routes

Modern routes

Listed buildings

Conservation Area

Barby Road

A5

A
5

Rugby Road

N

500m



















19

Kilsby Neighbourhood Plan Steering GroupKilsby Design Code

AECOMLooking north of the village

DIRFT



20

Kilsby Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Kilsby Design Code 

AECOM

03 Local Character
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Photographic Analysis & 
Observations
A site walkover of the village was undertaken on the 15th 
April 2021 to understand the topography, structure and 
character of the village. 

Following the visit, a photographic analysis has been 
prepared to identify and illustrate key design features 
which help underpin Kilsby’s intrinsic character. This 
understanding has been used to inform and shape the 
application of the proposed design codes. 

The images which have been chosen for the purpose of 
this analysis represent a sample from across the village 
as illustrated in the adjacent key plan. Each of the images 
portrays a key characteristic / spacial responses which 
help to shape the sense of place. 

Kilsby Photo Analysis Key Plan
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