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1. Executive Summary  
 
 
1.1 A village wide tree survey has been undertaken in Kilsby village, 

Northamptonshire, to record trees owned by the Parish Council and provide an 

analysis on the health and potential defects of all trees. A total of 63 items have 

been inspected (individual trees and grouped trees). The majority of the inspected 

trees have normal physiological and structural conditions. All of the recommended 

works are priority 2 and 3, with no urgent high risk works required. All details can 

be found in Appendix 1 of this report. 

 

1.2 There has been difficulty in determining Parish Council owned trees, as few 

resources are available to distinguish ownership from Parish Council, Highways, 

and privately owned trees. Therefore, there may be trees that have been 

unintentionally missed due to the lack of previous tree surveys and/or other 

resources.  

 

1.3 Upon the site visit on 19/11/2019, the weather was overcast which provided an 

adequate view of the trees on site.  

 

2. Brief 
 
 
2.1 Salcey Limited has been instructed by Clare Valentine, Kilsby Parish Council, to 

undertake a non-invasive, ground level Tree Condition Survey of all significant 

trees within the ownership of Kilsby Parish Council, on the site of Kilsby village, 

Northamptonshire. 
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3. Report Objectives 
 

3.1 The objectives of the report are as follows: 

 

• To assess the health and condition of the trees on site via a ground level Visual 

Tree Assessment (VTA)1 method of inspection  

• Identify and prioritise any maintenance works which might be necessary to 

remove risk to public safety and property 

• Identify works necessary to promote the longevity of the trees on site 
 
 

4. Report Constraints  

 
4.1 The assessments of tree health that were undertaken and reported are a snapshot 

of health and condition at the time of the assessment. They represent observations 

made following an external assessment of symptoms from ground level, no 

invasive tools or machinery will have been used during the assessment. 

 

4.2 Trees are living organisms and susceptible to various biotic and abiotic factors, as 

a result their condition may change on post completion of this report for a variety 

of reasons, including but not limited to: 

 

• as a natural consequence of their pattern of growth, and/or 

• in response to the changes in neighbouring plants or manmade infrastructure, 

from whatever cause, and/or 

• in response to the weather, either an extreme weather event or a prolonged 

spell of consistent weather, i.e. ‘Summer Branch Drop’ (see 4.2.1) and/or 

• as a consequence of infection or infestation, and/or 

• as a consequence of a pollution incident, and/or 

• in response to changes in soil condition or structure. 
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4.2.1 Summer Branch Drop is a phenomenon that describes the shedding of large 

limbs on seemingly healthy mature trees with no visible defects, and is highly 

unpredictable. There have been reports of this occurring on Oak, Beech, Ash, and 

Chestnut species. Although this process is not fully understood and poorly 

researched, most cases are reported to happen after the onset of heavy rainfall 

following a lengthy dry spell or drought.  

 
 

4.3 The conclusions, and any recommendations following from those stated within this 

report are proportionate to the conditions found at the time of the assessment. The 

conclusions are valid for a period of no more than three years from the date that the 

site was surveyed, or 

   

• until such time as any work is carried out at the site, either in accordance with 

the remedial action prescribed or for other reasons which may be outside the 

authors control such as those stated in section 4.2, or 

• until the site is re-surveyed, whichever is the sooner  

 
 

5. Legal  
 

5.1 It has not been confirmed if trees within this survey are covered by Tree 

Preservation Orders (TPOs) or Conservation Areas. Prior to undertaking any 

remedial works recommended within this report, it is necessary to gain 

confirmation from the Local Planning Authority if any TPOs or Conservation Area 

restrictions apply, and the necessary application procedure must be followed.  
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5.2 It is a criminal offence whether intentional or unintentional to disturb or destroy the 

nesting sites of birds and/or bat roost sites. This falls under the 'Wildlife & 

Countryside Act 1981, the 'Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000' and the 

‘Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2010’ (as amended 2011). 

Therefore, it is strongly recommended that a thorough aerial inspection is carried 

out by a competent arborist prior to undertaking any significant tree works to 

ensure bird nests are not occupied, and there is no presence of bats. If further 

help is required regarding birds of bats, it is recommended to contact a local 

ecologist.  

 

 

6. Methodology 

  
6.1. All observations were from ground level without invasive investigations. Stem 

measurements were taken using a diameter tape. Where this was not possible or 

reasonably practical, measurements have been estimated by eye. Height 

measurements have been estimated by eye. A rubber mallet has been used to 

carry out audible resonance tests to identify areas of sound/unsound wood, on the 

main stem from ground level up to 2.3m of trees that either show visible signs of 

damage/decay and/or have evidence of fruiting bodies, or are suspected to have 

decay or unsound wood.  

 

7. Site Visit  

 
7.1 Jack Foskett, Arboricultural Consultant who holds the formal qualification National 

Diploma Level 3 in Arboriculture undertook the data collection and assessment of 

the trees on site. Jack has 8 years experience within the arboriculture industry, 

and has undertaken tree inspections for a host of clients around the UK during this 

time. He has completed the LANTRA Professional Tree Inspection training. 
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8. Non Arboricultural Comments 

 
8.1 The data collected and advice provided within this report is supplied in the interests 

of sound arboricultural management. As such it should be clearly understood that 

Salcey Limited are arboricultural experts, and therefore not qualified to provide 

detailed comment on structural or geotechnical matters.  

 

8.2 In the event that the advice received does not allow the evaluation of the risks for 

the relevant purposes, then it is strongly advised that a structural or geotechnical 

expert is contacted for further comment on buildings or soils. The buildings 

inspector of the relevant local authority might be a good point of first contact in this 

respect.   

 

9.  Visual Observations and Discussion  
 

These comments should be read in conjunction with the site plan and Tree Data 

Table (Appendix 1 & 2) where a full list of observations of individual trees can be 

found. This section provides a more comprehensive analysis of trees with 

visible concerns that require remedial works or features that merit explaining in 

greater detail. Details of the data collected are as follows: 

 

9.1  As part of the survey, where possible trees that require works have been 

individually tagged and their approximate location indicated on the attached site 

plan (Appendix 2). Where there are dense areas of woodland or a number of trees 

in close proximity that share similar characteristics, these areas have been 

grouped together and given individual references e.g. G1, G2, G3. Where trees 

have been identified in these groups to have defects or characteristics requiring 

detailing, where possible they have been individually tagged and their location 

plotted. Trees that require minor advisory works and trees that do not require any 

remedial works have been individually referenced e.g. T1, T2, T3. 

 

9.2  No trees included in this report warrant a further more comprehensive analysis 

regarding defects or heath issues.  

 



 

 

Page 8 of 22 

10. Recommendations  
 
The priority ratings and time scales allocated for the recommended works are 

determined by several factors; namely the condition of the tree, the likelihood 

of any parts failing, the size of the parts that may fail and the target2 that the 

parts may affect. This section should be read in conjunction with the site plan 

and Tree Data Table (Appendix 1 & 2). To alleviate the identified safety concerns, 

recommended works are prioritised as follows;  

 
Urgent          - Urgent works to be undertaken within 30 days from submission of 

this report or sooner if stated 

Priority 1 - Works to be completed within 6 months 

Priority 2 - Works to be completed within 6 to 12 months 

Priority 3 - Works to be completed within 12 to 24 months 

 

10.1 Where necessary, higher priority and technical remedial works are explained in 

greater detail within this section. A full list of recommendations can additionally 

be found in the attached Tree Data Table (Appendix 1). Recommendations are 

as follows;  

 

10.2 The following individual trees and groups require Priority 2 remedial works to 

remediate medium risk structural concerns: 

 

 

 

 

10.3 The following individual trees and groups require Priority 3 remedial works to 

remediate low risk minor structural concerns or advisory works: 

 

 

 

 

252 253 254 255 
256 

T10 T11 T14 T18 T20 
T37 G7 G12 G14 
G15 G17 
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11.  Conclusion   
 

11.1 Whilst all reasonable precautions have been taken to ascertain the condition of 

the trees on site, inevitably, the trees will age and conditions will change over 

time. To maintain up to date records of tree health and to sustain a safe stock of 

trees that provide both environmental benefits and amenity to their locality, it is 

advisable that the times stated in the Tree Data Table for the periodic re-

inspections are adhered to. 

 
11.2 It is recommended that the remedial action prescribed should be carried out 

within the times stated to alleviate the current foreseeable risk to public safety 

and damage to property.  

 
11.3 All recommended works should be carried out to British Standards for tree works 

BS 3998:2010 Tree Work Recommendations. 

 

11.4 In the event of an extreme weather occurrence such as excessive wind and/or 

prolonged spells of wind and rain post completion of this report we advise a 

subsequent inspection is arranged. This will determine if any significant changes 

have occurred in the condition of the tree as a result of the weather and to make 

proportionate recommendations to alleviate hazards if required. 

 

12. Glossary of Terms   
 

1 Visual Tree Assessment (VTA) 

Visual Tree Assessment is a tree inspection method, guided by the principles of 

biomechanics. It is used in three stages: - Visual inspection, Biological inspection & 

Mechanical inspection 

 

2Target  

For the purpose of this report the term target is used as defined in British Standard 

3998: 2010. A target is a person or object, whether mobile or fixed, within the potential 

zone of impact of a tree or its branches, which might be harmed as a result of the 

partial or total failure of the tree. 
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Signed 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack Foskett National Diploma Level 3 in Arboriculture  

Arboricultural Consultant  

Tel: 07848 936429   
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13. Appendices  
 

 
Appendix   1  Tree Data Table 

 
Appendix   2 Site Plan 
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Appendix 1 

Tree Data Table 



 

 

 

 

Appendix 1: Tree Data Table – Kilsby village, Northamptonshire 
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Start of Cemetery (Area 1) 

T1 
Western Red 

Cedar 
Mature 27 650 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

T2 
Western Red 

Cedar 
Mature 26 650 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

T3 Whitebeam Young 5 130 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

T4 Laurel 
Middle 

aged 
2 100 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

252 Ash Mature 21 650 Normal Fair 

Tree located on 3rd party land. Ivy 

clad throughout crown - cannot 

fully inspect crown. 2 limbs to 

north in upper crown are over 

extended over grave stones and 

nearly over cemetery footpath 

Sever Ivy at base in agreement with 

land owner 

 

Reduce 2 limbs in upper crown to 

north by 3m in agreement with 

land owner 

2 3 

T5 Holly Mature 6 150 Normal Normal Multi-stemmed from base No action required  N/A  3 

G1 

Laurel x 4 

Holly x 1 

Western Red 

Cedar x 1 

Young 
Avg. 

4 

Avg. 

100 
Normal Normal Low level shrub undergrowth No action required  N/A 3 

G2 
Ash x2  

Wild Cherry x 1 
Young 

Avg. 

5 

Avg. 

170 
Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

G3 
Apple x 2 

Wild Cherry x 1 

Middle 

aged 

Avg. 

6 

Avg. 

270 
Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

End of Cemetery (Area 1) 

Start of Malt Mill Green (Area 2) 

T6 Horse Chestnut Mature 11 700 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

T7 English Oak Young 5 100 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 
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T8 Indian Chestnut Mature 10 580 Normal Normal 
Cankerous growth throughout 

crown and stem - insignificant 
No action required  N/A 3 

T9 Sycamore 
Middle 

aged 
13 450 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

T10 Norway Maple Mature 12 480 Normal Normal 
Insignificant deadwood throughout 

crown. Ivy clad to 2m 
Sever Ivy at base 3 3 

T11 English Oak 
Middle 

aged 
13 540 Normal Normal 

Significant deadwood throughout 

lower crown  
Remove all significant deadwood  3 3 

End of Malt Mill Green (Area 2) 

Start of Watling Street & Daventry Road Junction (Area 3) 

T41 Silver Birch 
Middle 

aged 
8 150 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

G4 
Norway Maple x 

3 

Middle 

aged 

Avg. 

5 

Avg. 

220 
Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

G17 

Lawson Cypress x 

10 

Ash x 1 

Middle 

aged 

Avg. 

7 

Avg. 

270 
Normal Normal 

North east most Lawson Cypress 

has poor form  

Remove north east most Lawson 

Cypress 
3 3 

End of Watling Street & Daventry Road Junction (Area 3) 

Start of Church Walk (Area 4) 

G5 

Holly x 1 

English Yew x 1 

Irish Yew x 3 

Young 
Avg. 

2.5 

Avg. 

90 
Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

End of Church Walk (Area 4) 

Start of The Banks & Daventry Road Junction (Area 5) 

T12 Cherry Plum 
Middle 

aged 
4 200 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

T13 
Chestnut Leaved 

Oak 

Middle 

aged 
13 570 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 
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T14 Hawthorn Mature 6 170 Normal Normal 
Multi-stemmed from base. Ivy clad 

throughout crown  
Sever Ivy at base 3 3 

End of The Banks & Daventry Road Junction (Area 5) 

Start Of Amills Way (Area 6) 

T15 Hawthorn 
Middle 

aged 
5 230 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

T16 Elder Young 1 100 Fair Normal Recently reduced in height No action required  N/A 3 

T17 Wild Cherry 
Middle 

aged 
6 240 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

253 Hornbeam 
Middle 

aged 
11 520 Normal Normal 

Crown to north previously reduced 

to give clearance to powerlines. 

Hanging deadwood over public 

footpath to south 

Remove hanging deadwood over 

footpath to south 
2 3 

End Of Amills Way (Area 6) 

Start of Butts Lane (Area 7) 

254 Ash 
Middle 

aged 
18 290 Normal Fair 

Historically suppressed by adjacent 

trees to south. Moderate lean to 

north over public footpath. Biased 

crown growth to north 

Remove to ground level and 

chemically treat stump 
2 3 

T18 Malus sp. 
Middle 

aged 
5 200 Normal Normal Ivy clad throughout crown  Sever Ivy at base 3 3 

G6 

Ash 

Blackthorn 

Wild Cherry 

>20 

Middle 

aged 

Avg. 

7 

Avg. 

130 
Normal Normal 

Ivy clad throughout crowns - OK at 

present 
No action required  N/A 3 

G7 

Willow 

Ash 

Hawthorn 

Middle 

aged 

Avg. 

14 

Avg. 

300 
Normal Normal 

Ivy clad throughout crowns - 

cannot fully inspect  

Sever Ivy at base on all trees over 

5m tall 
3 3 

End of Butts Lane (Area 7) 



Page 16 of 22 
 

 

T
re

e
 I

D
. 

Species 

(Common Name) Age Class H
e

ig
h

t 
(m

) 

S
te

m
 d

ia
. 

(m
m

) 

P
h

y
si

o
lo

g
ic

a
l 

 

C
o

n
d

it
io

n
 

S
tr

u
ct

u
ra

l 

C
o

n
d

it
io

n
 

Observations / Comments Recommendations W
o

rk
 

P
ri

o
ri

ty
 

R
e

 I
n

sp
e

ct
  

(Y
e

a
rs

) 

Start of Barby Road Green (Area 8) 

T19 Norway Spruce  Young 4 100 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

T20 Wild Cherry 
Middle 

aged 
7 410 Normal Normal 

Ownership unclear. Tree is causing 

minor subsidence/cracking to 

retaining wall 

Remove to ground level and 

chemically treat stump 

OR 

Leave 

3 3 

T21 Hawthorn Mature 5 350 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required  N/A 3 

End of Barby Road Green (Area 8) 

Start of Devon Ox Road (Area 9) 

T22 Hawthorn 
Middle 

aged 
4 200 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

T23 Hawthorn Mature 4 240 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

T24 Wild Cherry Young 5 160 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

T25 Crab Apple 
Middle 

aged 
3 100 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

G8 

Apple 

Norway Maple 

Wild Cherry 

Indian Chestnut 

Crab Apple 

Silver Birch  

>10 

Middle 

aged 

Avg. 

7 

Avg. 

180 
Normal Normal 

Ownership unclear - possibly 

Stevenson Court.  

No significant defects 

No action required N/A 3 

G9 
Italian Alder x 2 

Silver Birch x 1 

Middle 

aged 
12 340 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

G10 Silver Birch x 3 
Middle 

aged 
10 190 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

End of Devon Ox Road (Area 9) 

Start of Smarts Estate (Area 10) 

T26 Sycamore Young 5 250 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 
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T27 Rowan Mature 5 200 Normal Normal Multi-stemmed from base No action required N/A 3 

End of Smarts Estate (Area 10) 

Start of North Street & Main Road Junction (Area 11) 

255 Rowan Mature 7 390 Normal Normal 

North east crown amongst 

telephone wires - OK at present. 

Significant deadwood in mid crown 

at 3m 

Remove all significant deadwood 2 3 

End of North Street & Main Road Junction (Area 11) 

Start of Recreational Ground, Rugby Road (Area 12) 

T28 Hawthorn Mature 6 310 Fair Normal 

Ivy clad throughout crown - cannot 

fully inspect. Ivy providing great 

habitat value 

No action required N/A 3 

T29 Wild Cherry Mature 10 300 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

T30 Ash Young 8 230 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

T31 Apple Mature 7 290 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

T32 Wild Cherry Mature 8 380 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

G11 
Hawthorn  

>20 
Young 

Avg. 

4 

Avg. 

80 
Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

G12 Wild Cherry x 2 Mature 
Avg. 

7 

Avg. 

400 
Normal Normal Ivy throughout crowns Sever Ivy at base 3 3 

G13 
Hawthorn  

>10 
Young 

Avg. 

5 

Avg. 

70 
Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

End of Recreational Ground, Rugby Road (Area 12) 

Start of Hall Close (Area 13) 

T33 Beech Mature 26 600 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

T34 Beech Mature 24 600 Normal Normal 
Telephone wire throughout crown - 

OK at present 
No action required N/A 3 

T35 Beech Mature 23 630 Normal Normal 
Telephone wire near south western 

crown - OK at present 
No action required N/A 3 



Page 18 of 22 
 

 

T
re

e
 I

D
. 

Species 

(Common Name) Age Class H
e

ig
h

t 
(m

) 

S
te

m
 d

ia
. 

(m
m

) 

P
h

y
si

o
lo

g
ic

a
l 

 

C
o

n
d

it
io

n
 

S
tr

u
ct

u
ra

l 

C
o

n
d

it
io

n
 

Observations / Comments Recommendations W
o

rk
 

P
ri

o
ri

ty
 

R
e

 I
n

sp
e

ct
  

(Y
e

a
rs

) 

End of Hall Close (Area 13) 

Start of Essen Lane (Area 14) 

256 Douglas Fir  Mature 23 680 Normal Normal 
Lowest limb to north is over 

extended over highway 

Reduce lowest limb to north by 3m 

to suitable growth point 
2 3 

End of Essen Lane (Area 14) 

Start of A5 Roadside (Area 15) 

T36 Wild Cherry Mature 8 500 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

T37 Whitebeam Young 5 120 Normal Normal Stake excessively tight Re tie stake to suitable position 3 3 

T38 Wild Cherry Young 3 100 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

T39 Lime 
Middle 

aged 
11 410 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

T40 Lime Mature 16 570 Normal Normal No observations / comments No action required N/A 3 

G14 

Sycamore 

Ash 

>10 

Young 10 200 Normal Normal Ivy clad throughout crowns Sever Ivy at base 3 3 

G15 Rowan x 3 Young 4 50 Normal Normal 
2 trees within group with 

excessively tight stakes 

Re tie stake to suitable position 

where necessary 
3 3 

G16 

Field Maple 

Norway Maple 

x 8 

Middle 

aged 
9 320 Normal Normal 

Ownership unclear - possibly 

Highways. 

No significant defects 

No action required N/A 3 

End of A5 Roadside (Area 15) 
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Tree Data Table Key:  

Height Measured by eye from ground level and shown in metres.  

DBH Diameter at Breast Height – Stem diameter measured at 1.5 metres from ground level. 

Crown Spread Measured in metres at four cardinal points.  

Age Class 

NP Newly Planted – Tree still requires additional support to prevent from failing.  

Y Young - Within the first third of life expectancy of the species. 

MA Middle Aged - Within the second third of life expectancy of the species. 

M Mature - Within the last third of life expectancy of the species. 

OM Over Mature – Beyond the normal life expectancy for species and showing signs of natural decline. 

V 
Veteran - An age that is old relative to others of the same species with extensive decay or hollowing of central wood. Additionally, the tree possesses 

exceptional cultural, landscape and/or nature conservation value. 

D Dead – A tree bearing no live tissue 

Physiological 
Condition 

N Normal - Free from fungal, bacteria and insect infection/infestation and showing normal vitality and ability to resist pathogens, typical of species 

F Fair - Showing low vitality that is reversible and/or the early presence of fungal or bacterial infection. 

P Poor - Tree in irreversible decline due to fungal, bacteria and/or insect infections or infestation. 

D Dead - A tree bearing no live tissue 

Structural 
Condition 

N Normal – A form typical of species and age, free from significant structural defects, I.e. broken, torn, cracked and/or included branches 

F Fair - Showing significant defects that can be remediated by the removal or reduction of damaged branches 

P Poor - Showing significant structural defects that require substantial works or removal 

Work Priority 

U Urgent - Recommended works should be undertaken within 30 days or as soon as can be arranged  

1 1 - Recommended works should be carried out within 3 months 

2 2 - Recommended works should be carried out within 6 months 

3 3 - Recommended works should be carried out within 12 months 

N/A N/A - Not Applicable (No works required at present) 

Specific Defect Terms key: 

Significant 
deadwood 

Dead branches of a diameter greater than 40mm or likely to cause significant harm or damage upon impact with a target beneath the tree 

Insignificant 
deadwood 

Dead branches of a diameter less than 40mm or unlikely to cause significant harm or damage upon impact with a target beneath the tree 

Defect location 
measurements 

Location of defect given in metres and detailed in relation to centre of main stem at ground level 
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Site Plan 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

Appendix 2: Site Plan – Kilsby village, Northamptonshire 

 

North side of Kilsby village:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key: ● - Individually tagged trees     ◘ - Grouped trees     ◘ - Area No. 



 

 

South side of Kilsby village: 

 


